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In today's gospel reading, John continues his account of the signs and wonders that confirm the identity of 

Jesus as he travels  towards Jerusalem and the passion. Today's scene is a very human story of loss and 

regret, love and fear, of death, and of the new life brought about by faith in Christ. The Jews of that age 

believed that the soul departed from a body within three days after death. These three days would be 

significant in a far more important resurrection story still to come. On this fourth day the people come to 

comfort the family of Lazarus and mourn his passing. This was a shared sorrow. Jesus weeps over the one 

he loves, just as he wept over Jerusalem. His presence, consoling Martha and Mary, also brings the 

possibility of transformation. Jesus is God with us, even in the darkest events. Always he offers new life in 

that most comforting phrase, "I am the Resurrection." 

 

Martha hears the life-giving words and responds in a spirit of faith. As we hear in our reading from the 

Letter to the Romans: "If Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself." What Jesus is offering is the 

promise of eternal life for all who believe in him. If we die with Christ, we can also live this new life with 

him, not some time in the future but now, in this present moment. Perhaps Martha and Mary feel let down 

by the delayed arrival of Jesus. Yet because of this, his true glory is shown. Jesus is offering them so much 

more than they could hope to possess. The tomb is opened and Jesus calls his beloved friend from the 

dead. Jesus accomplishes this wonderful deed as a response to the pleading and hope of two sisters, even 

in the midst of their pain. Lazarus hears the voice of his friend, a call of love and recognition. The call of 

Christ enlivens him as he stumbles out of the half-light of the tomb. He is unbound, released to live once 

again. 

 

So how do we receive new life? What is so special about the eternal life promised by Jesus, and how does 

it affect our concrete reality? We can sense a newness of life all around us if we are alert to it. We hear it 

in the cry of a new-born baby, we see it in the changing colours of the seasons. It will be harder to detect 

the newness in the more painful events that befall us, or to find it within mundane tasks. Yet even in our 

moments of darkness we may still hear that comforting voice of Jesus in the presence and concern of our 

family and friends. 

 

Jesus invites us all into a relationship with him. He is pictured in the Gospel as the loving friend and 

redeemer of Lazarus. One of our tasks is to realise that he is also in a relationship of love with us. He 

invites a response from us in prayer. It is through relationship with him that we can begin to live that 

eternal life that is promised to all believers. Perhaps we could find some time in our busy day to stop and 

listen. To spend some time in quiet reflection, offering him our joys and fears, our worries and concerns, 

then remaining in that quiet place in the presence of our healing friend.  

 

We live through the relationships we have with each other. Let us respond to the loving invitation of 

Christ, through the Holy Spirit who lives within us. If we are in relationship with him then we cannot fail 

to be in love with other people. Our true friendships with others are life-giving. May we always be able to 

see the face of Christ in those around us, and in our very human ways, build up the kingdom of God 

wherever we find ourselves. At this time let is look out and help each other. 

            See over page. 
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Last Sunday Collection: £252.00 

Grateful thanks for your contributions to last weekend’s collection. 

 

Masses:    (Private - not public)        

29. Sunday  Parishioners 

30. Monday  Marianne Bennett rip  

31. Tuesday  Sheelagh McLoughlin rip  

01. Wednesday  The McLoughlin Family  

02. Thursday  Holy Souls 

03. Friday  Joanne Murphy rip  

04. Sunday  Parishioners 

 

Parish Life 

Last Tuesday, the Parish Census, taken in 2014, was transcribed to computer. This enables the Parish 

Newsletter to be sent electronically. With schools closed, some parents find themselves in new roles as 

teachers, caretakers and canteen staff! Working life has altered significantly, and while you may be able to 

work from home, concentration levels may become disrupted. Several parishioners have phoned the friary 

remarking how they follow the Mass online and set aside time for prayer each day. Mass is celebrated every 

day in the friary and our daily prayer schedule is 8.30am and 6.00pm.  

 

On Monday evening, 23rd March, Archbishop Malcolm instructed all Parish Priests to close Churches with 

immediate effect. Saint Anthony of Padua Church closed for the first time in our 97 year history. The 

following Sacramental Celebrations have been deferred: 

 

1. Baptisms due to take place in St. Anthony of Padua Parish Church are suspended. 

2. First Holy Communion scheduled for June 13th & 14th is postponed. The children will continue the 

With You Always programme under their parents’ guidance. 

3. RCIA: Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults being received into the Catholic Church at Easter is 

suspended. Preparations will continue by email. 

4. Marriages due to take place before June 30th have been rescheduled. 

5. Funerals:  A Requiem Service is held at the crematorium or at the graveside.  Requiem Mass will 

be offered at a later date.  

 

Visit the Pastoral Area Website:   www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk where you will find the times 

of Mass being live-streamed and other useful information. 

 

Let us continue to pray for the continued safety and well-being all parishioners, especially those working on 

the front-line.  The Census showed that on almost every road in this parish, there is at least one person 

working in the NHS, the medical profession or who is a key-worker during this emergency. On behalf of the 

friars and the parish community we applaud and thank you for the service you provide. 

 

Fr. Kevin OFM Conv. 

 

In Memoriam. Please pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently Catherine Jacks and Cyril 

Wilcoxson and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time Mary Young, Br. Agnellus Ford, Br. 

Anthony Moore, Martin Cooper, Michael Staples, Stephen Jones, Jean and Joan Clarkson, Margaret 

Glascott, Mel Chappell, Mary Fitzpatrick, Barbara Evans, George Peel, Ted McGrath, John McColister, 

Catherine Rutledge, Dominga Mosquera, Angela Moran. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

http://www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk/
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