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Can | justsay.............

I've found myself using technology more than ever over this past week. I've had ‘virtual’ meetings galore! Many of
you have been using technology more too in order to stay in touch with people and to stay in touch with Mass and
others at prayer. Helen and Jo will have other suggestions of how we can keep this Great Week, this Holy Week
amidst these unusual circumstances by using technology to access different resources. Technology has proved great
but we must be careful not to let it be a substitute for the gift of divine hope in terms of what people once expected of
religion. Technology can rightly bring hopes of cures and treatment but we cannot let religion come to be some kind
of spiritual paradise in which we try to ignore suffering and failure. To do that would be to miss the point entirely of
this week into which we now enter on this Palm Sunday.

What if we only gaze on the Christ of the Resurrection? What happens if neither technology nor religion
provides answers? What happens when suffering and death stand before us in stony silence? It's a mystery. But
‘mysterious’ does not mean ‘unanswerable’. It means ‘hidden’. Mystery seeks to reveal its hiddenness, and in due
time it will do so: in God’s good time, we might say. Pilgrims, such as ourselves, who start out at Baptism and seek to
journey with the Lord must live with ambiguity. Just like those ancient Israelites, whose desert experience of forty
years sets us on our Lenten experience of forty days, found, the going can get tough. They often complained that
they wanted to get back to Egypt rather than find freedom in the Lord. They deemed the desert experience too great
a price to pay for God’s gift of hope.

To fix our eyes on Jesus is to fix our eyes on the death-resurrection ambiguity of our humanity. The uniqueness
of Christ’s life was that he revealed the redemptive nature of suffering. That means that in the mystery of the death-
resurrection, Christ revealed his solidarity with our suffering as the ultimate judgment against the lie that humanity can
compete with the lordship of God...

To be continued.
While even our use of technology won't allow us to do all that we wish and feel we should this week, let’s still make
this, as best we can, a great and holy week.

Fr. Joe

Other News & Information with Dates for Your Diary

Information on the times of Papal Celebrations (sent from the Vatican Dicastery for
Communication).

(The times noted below are for the scheduled start and conclusion of each celebration. The actual
satellite feeds will begin earlier to allow for lineup.) For the latest updates, visit www.worldtelecast/
Easter 2020. Please note too the times are listed as GMT, so an hour earlier than BST.

5 April 2020 Palm Sunday Mass and Angelus Saint Peter’s Basilica Altar of the Cathedra Celebration
Time 09.00 — 10.15 approximately UTC/GMT

9 April 2020 Holy Mass of the Lord’s Supper Saint Peter’s Basilica Altar of the Cathedra Celebration
Time 16.00 — 17.00 approximately UTC/GMT

10 April 2020 Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion Saint Peter’s Basilica Altar of the
Cathedra Celebration Time 16.00 — 17.15 approximately UTC/GMT

10 April 2020 Good Friday Way of the Cross from the Sagrato of St. Peter’s Basilica Celebration
Time 19.00 — 20.15 approximately UTC/GMT

11 April 2020 Easter Vigil Saint Peter’s Basilica Altar of the Cathedra Celebration Time 19.00 — 20.30
approximately UTC/GMT

12 April 2020 Saint Peter’s Basilica Altar of the Cathedra Mass of Easter Sunday followed by the
Holy Father’s Easter Message and Blessing ‘Urbi et Orbi’ Celebration Time 09.00 — 10.15
approximately UTC/GMT

The Vatican News Media livestream youtube channel should provide a useful way to watch these
events if your television package does not have a channel broadcasting them. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5YceQ8YgYMc

Ideas for keeping Holy Week, the Easter Triduum and Easter Sunday at home

These are just some suggestion of what you might like to do with your family to keep these days
special, different and holy since we cannot come together as the parish family in church as we might
like. You may have other ideas and, as you’ll see below, Helen can point you to different things by
accessing our Pastoral Area website. Here, though, are some things you might like to do.

Maundy Thursday - In your family wash each others hands or feet reminding yourselves of what Jesus
did to his disciples, leaving us an example of how we should serve each other in love. At your evening
meal, remember to say, “Thank you,” and give thanks for all you receive from each other and from God,
reminding yourselves of the great ‘thanksgiving’ Jesus gave us in the Eucharist at the Last Supper.

Good Friday - At 3 o’clock find the crucifix in your house and pray before it. A good prayer to say might
be: “We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you because by your holy cross you have redeemed the
world.” Remember too that on this day we eat a little less and more simply to help us focus on that
sacrifice of love Jesus made for us in obedience to the Father on the Cross.

Holy Saturday night - Light a candle. Try to find your Baptism candle, the candle given to you when
you were baptised and light that if you can. By this light pray and remember that Jesus is the Light who
has come into the world, the Light the darkness cannot overcome. By the light of his resurrection and
by the power of our Baptism we too can overcome the darkness.

Easter Sunday - Light that candle again and wash your hands in fresh water reminding yourselves of
the waters of Baptism by which we are reborn into a life of light and love with Jesus.

‘Pastoral Associate Update: Palm Sunday will certainly be very different this year — how will you be marking it? One
visual idea is to attach a bunch of green branches outside of your home symbolising palms — if you are able to do this
and can take a picture and send it to me, perhaps we can share our collective palm celebration on the website.
Archdiocesan resources will also be available. A new initiative that Jo Wallace, the Pastoral Associate in Standish and
Wigan (and parishioner of St Wilfrid’s, Garston) is launching is called “Pray through Play”. You can access it through our
website. She gives some very simple activities you can do as a family using what you have at home: Lego, kitchen rolls,
paper etc. If you are able to create any palms or Lego scenes etc send me your pictures as we continue to connect
with each other as one worshipping community. Live Streaming new this week: the FCJs invite you to join them on
Facebook Live for a short prayer every evening at 8pm. If anyone wishes to receive physical copies of any spiritual
resources, do let me know. Don’t forget any prayer requests to Carmel can be made via the website. Checking up on
those who are not online is especially important at this time. “Helping one person might not change the world, but it
could change the world for one person” Anonymous. Stay safe and be assured of my prayers for you and your families.
God Bless, Helen

EVENTS www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk

Live Streams (all links online)

Sunday Mass - 9am: Met Cathedral Facebook Live (and recording available from 11am on YouTube Channel); St

Vincent’'s Facebook Live

Sunday Mass and Daily mass — 10am: St Anne and St Bernard’s YouTube Channel

Daily Prayer for the World 8:00-8:10pm FCJ Centre St Hugh’s Facebook Live materials online

Other Prayers Together

Daily Evening Prayer 6:30pm St Vincent’'s — materials online
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