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St. Anthony of Padua 

Parish Newsletter 
2nd Sunday of Advent                   6th December  2020 

Christmas Mass 2020: Christmas Eve: 6.00pm (Family Mass) 9.00pm (Vigil); Christmas Day 8.00am, 

10.00am and 12.00. Each Mass will be ticketed. Places are available at 8am and 12.00 only. All other 

Masses are full. Please note that places must be reserved for Christmas Mass to conform to requirements.  
 

Piety stall will open for Christmas Cards and religious goods. 

 

Tuesday 8th December: Immaculate Conception is a Holyday of Obligation. Mass times are: 12.00 & 

7.30pm. 

 

Sunday Mass: Public Mass resumes this weekend. On reopening in July, we had two-three volunteer 

stewards per Mass with a number of you volunteering to sanitise benches after Mass. One criteria in 

opening for public worship this time is the need to have 6 stewards present at each Mass. We have been 

fortunate that most who attend Mass here have been respectful of the restrictions within church, however 

when there were no stewards present to assist, situations have arisen. There are 10 stewards to whom I 

am grateful for their cooperation. It would be ideal to have eight stewards per Mass (2 teams of 4) who 

could alternate on Sundays. If you attend Mass at St. Anthony of Padua and are willing to help, either as 

an individual or as a family, please contact Fr. Kevin. It is an opportunity for our teenage parishioners 

to become involved with this ministry. 
 

Sunday Mass Times:  6.00pm  (Sat. Vigil); 8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00. 

Weekdays:    12.00  (Monday, Tuesday and Thursday).     7.30pm   (Tuesday) 

 

Baptisms are limited to 6 people (who must be from the same household). Godparents will be present 

by proxy or they can witness the baptism via video link if families can arrange this. Parents of children 

who were scheduled for baptism in November will be contacted to arrange a new date.  

 

Weddings - limited up to 15 people.  

 

Funerals – limited up to 30 people (with no overspill permitted in the car park). Any complaints should 

be taken up with the environmental department at Liverpool Council. The pastoral care offered by the 

friars is to family of the deceased. The car park will be closed on days that funerals are scheduled. 
 

 
 



 

 

  Recently deceased: +Stephen Michael Moore (funeral on Wednesday 9th); +Joseph Burke (Friday 

11th); +Michel Joseph Garvey (Friday 11th). 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Tuesdays 7.00pm-7.25pm and Saturdays from 

5.15pm to 5.45pm in St. Anthony’s chapel. 

 

Christmas Flowers: Rather than having a collection for flowers this year, we invite you to donate a 

Poinsettia pot plant in memory of a loved one (living or deceased) who is not present with you this 

Christmas. The plants can be brought to the Church on Saturday 20th or Sunday 21st December after 

Mass. The poinsettias will be placed around the church sanctuary.  

 

Church Cleaners: grateful thanks to all who faithfully help with keeping the church clean and tidy. 

A special word of thanks to Mrs. Audrey Gorman who has retired from the Thursday clean-team after 

many years of dedicated service to our parish. 

 
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Primary School Admissions to Reception in September 2021. If you 

or anyone you know has a child who is ready to start school in Reception next September [2021], 

please look at the school website https://www.stanthonyofpadua.co.uk/ in the section Key 

Information Admissions to Reception. Here you will find the supplementary faith form and a Video 

/ Virtual tour of our school. There will be a zoom meeting shortly for parents and they can register 

their interest in this by contacting the school office on 0151 724 3233 

 

Cafod have written to thank our parish for the Harvest collection of £180 and a donation of £800 from 

previous box collections for Columbia. We hope to collect the boxes again early in 2021. Some 

parishioners are taking part in the Cafod Fun Run (or a walk or a toddle) on 27th December. You can 

choose your own route. More information on the Cafod tab on the South Liverpool Pastoral Area 

website. If you would like to sponsor a parishioner, or take part by making two circuits of Sefton Park, 

please contact Kathryn Lydon: 0151 733 2806 or kathrynlydon@hotmail.com. We will walk in 

socially distanced pairs. 

 

Pastoral Associate Update:  On this second Sunday of Advent, (Bible Sunday) we reflect on the 

power of the Word in the scriptures and realised in the person of Jesus. I wonder what words are 

indicative of Advent for you?  I am always drawn to “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”.  These “O 

Antiphons” which have been sung since the eighth century, are so evocative of the season.  I will be 

putting images of the O Antiphons online (www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk) and invite you to 

consider downloading them and displaying one each day from 17th until 23rd December on your 

windows. You can colour them yourselves, perhaps using the piece of scripture as a meditation or ask 

someone to colour them with you or use the pre-coloured ones. It may be a beautiful way of tangibly 

expressing our Christian identity in these times.  I’ll also be sharing on Facebook from 17th – 23rd.  I 

do hope you will participate as this is also going to be offered across the Archdiocese and it is a way 

of marking our homes as sacred spaces as well as being a light for communities both locally and 

further afield. “One kind word can warm three winter months” Japanese proverb. God Bless, Helen 

PS. Don’t forget – Synod proposals need to be in with the Members by 7th Dec! 

 

St. Mary’s College, Crosby: Entrance examination on Friday 29th January 2021. Register now for 

September 2021 admissions. Contact St. Mary’s on 0151.924 3926 or www.st.marys.ac  
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Mass times: December 2020 (To be said in the church and friary during the week). 

 

05. Vigil      6.00 pm.  Successful cancer treatment 

06. Sunday   8.00 am.  Fr Patrick Kelly rip 
     10.00 am.   Parishioners 

   12.00 noon Thanksgiving (Healthy recovery)    

07. Monday 12.00 noon Robert deAsha (Intentions) 
08. Tuesday 12.00 noon Christopher Crookall rip 

     7.30 pm.  SAP 

09. Wednesday  12.00 noon Special Intention 
10. Thursday 12.00 noon Carmel Hanley rip (BR)  

11. Friday  12.00 noon Successful cancer treatment 

12. Vigil      6.00 pm.  Kathleen Price rip (BR) 
13. Sunday   8.00 am.  Clare Thornton Wrigley rip (A) 

     10.00 am.   Mona Cooper rip (BR) 
   12.00 noon Parishioners   

 

Masses Received. 

NHS and Key Workers, Successful cancer treatment. 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday 8th December 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

 

  The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception is 
the doctrine that the Virgin Mary was conceived 

without original sin, that twist in our nature that 
makes our will tend not to follow what it knows to 

be right. It was this grace that enabled Mary to give 

a true and considered “Yes” to the request, 
conveyed by the Angel Gabriel, that she should 

consent to be the mother of the incarnate God. 

  The doctrine was almost universally believed 
over the centuries but was only formally defined as 

a doctrine of the Church by Pope Pius IX in 1854. 

Because it is so old, it is one of the Marian doctrines 
that Islam shares with the Catholic Church, though 

of course the theological details are very different. 
 



 

 

Sunday Mass Readings. 
First reading         Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it 
  
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
  
‘Console my people, console them’ 
says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 

and call to her 
that her time of service is ended, 
that her sin is atoned for, 
that she has received from the hand of the Lord 

double punishment for all her crimes.’ 
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness 

a way for the Lord. 
Make a straight highway for our God 

across the desert. 
Let every valley be filled in, 
every mountain and hill be laid low. 
Let every cliff become a plain, 
and the ridges a valley; 
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 

and all mankind shall see it; 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
Go up on a high mountain, 
joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, 
joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 
Shout without fear, 
say to the towns of Judah, 
‘Here is your God.’ 
Here is the Lord coming with power, 
his arm subduing all things to him. 
The prize of his victory is with him, 
his trophies all go before him. 
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 
gathering lambs in his arms, 
holding them against his breast 
and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 
  
The word of the Lord. 
  
Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 84(85):9-14(Advent) 
  
 
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help. 
  
 
 



 

 

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 
a voice that speaks of peace, 
peace for his people. 
His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. 
  
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help. 

  
Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. 
  
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help. 

  
The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. 
  
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, and give us your saving help. 

  
Second reading          2 Peter 3:8-14 

We are waiting for the new heavens and the new earth 

  
A reading from the second letter of St Peter. 
  
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can 
mean a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to 
carry out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being patient with you 
all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways. The Day of 
the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will catch 
fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up. 
Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while 
you wait and long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the 
elements melt in the heat. What we are waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens 
and new earth, the place where righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you 
are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at peace. 
  
The word of the Lord. 
  
Gospel Acclamation         Lk3:4,6 

  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight, 
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
  
 



 

 

Gospel            Mark 1:1-8 

A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord 

  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 

  
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book 
of the prophet Isaiah: 
Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way. 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their 
way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. 
John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of 
his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, 
and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with 
water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
Thought for today. 
 

“The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

 

In September 2013, a Catholic parish in Tottenham, north London, became the latest parish in 

England and Wales to receive a Live-simply parish award. Around two hundred parishioners of 

St John Vianney, West Green, attended a special Mass and celebration where the award was 

given. They received a plaque, made from recycled wood, which carried the words “Living 

simply, sustainably, and in solidarity with the poor”.  

 

Parish work towards the award started two years earlier with a parish audit. Then, over two years, 

individual parishioners signed up to live more sustainably, reduce their energy use and walk to 

church. They supported local charity shops, undertook not to waste food, and started growing 

fruit and vegetables in their gardens and on church property. The parish marked Fairtrade 

Fortnight, and supported a homeless project in central London and the Catholic Worker House 

in north London that serves homeless refugees. In the aftermath of the 2012 Tottenham riots, the 

Live-simply group worked with local community groups to build peace and harmony in the area. 

The Live-simply prayer was said on the first Sunday of each month. Parish priest Father Joe Ryan 

commented, “This is only the beginning of an ongoing programme to reduce the parish carbon 

footprint and develop our mission to serve people in need and protect God’s creation.”  

 

From the very start of Mark’s Gospel, we are left in no doubt about the mission of Jesus and his 

disciples. Mark paints a vivid picture of an imperfect world into which a prophet, eating locusts 

and honey, and dressed in animal skins, suddenly emerges to announce a coming change. The 

people flock to see John the Baptist because they know that the world needs to change. John 

clearly understands this struggle, but he acknowledges that it is not one that he can accomplish 



 

 

himself. John is the messenger who announces the coming of one much greater than himself, one 

who is strong enough to tackle the world and its powers head-on. The person is Jesus, and he will 

change the world for ever. Not only is Jesus stronger than John, but he also brings a more 

powerful baptism. Jesus will baptise his disciples with the Holy Spirit, so that they will be 

equipped to bring about the peace and justice for which humanity has waited so long. 

 

It is fascinating that none of the traditional elements of the Christmas story have their origins in 

Mark’s Gospel. There are no angels, shepherds or kings. There is no mention of a star in the sky, 

Mary and Joseph, or even the baby Jesus. For Mark, the real issue is the radical breakthrough to 

the new world of the Good News, which Jesus would later describe as the kingdom of God. Mark 

makes it clear that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God. People are drawn to John the Baptist 

from far and wide to hear this momentous news. 

 

John lived what he preached. By his lifestyle, his dress and his eating habits, he showed that the 

meaning of life is not to be found in the abundance of material possessions but in relationship 

with God. Simplicity of life and detachment from unnecessary cares and worries about social life 

free the heart for a personal relationship with God. In this season of Advent the Church extends 

to us the call of John the Baptist to repent and confess our sins in preparation for the one who is 

to come. It is an opportunity to rediscover our hope and trust in God and to let go of false hopes 

and securities. It is a time for revisiting our life plans, relationships and priorities.  

 

Everything that follows from the opening sentence of today’s Gospel – the whole adventure of 

Jesus among us – marks a new beginning, the beginning of the Good News. Let us reflect upon 

some new beginnings for ourselves. Consider projects and opportunities that permit us to evaluate 

our priorities and renew our Christian commitment and what it means for us in the actions of our 

daily lives. What about projects we can undertake as members of a Christian community? Any 

parish can undertake a number of these, like the Live-simply parish award. 

 

As today’s Gospel shows us, the historical coming of Jesus enjoyed a time of preparation. We 

too are given this time of preparation in the lead-up to Christmas. Celebrating Advent fully can 

help us to use this time well for repentance and renewal. 

 

___________________________________ 

 
Bidding Prayers    Second Sunday of Advent                         6th December 2020 

 

Loving Lord, as we travel through Advent let us truly prepare ourselves for your son’s coming. 

Let us ready ourselves for this new beginning, this special season, whereby our hearts are filled 

by our Saviour’s birth.  

1. Let us pray for Pope Francis and hear his call to see Advent as a continuous call to hope. 

2. Let us pray for all schoolchildren and students that are adapting to new ‘normal’ routines 

and restrictions. We give thanks for their resilience and perseverance to keep the fire of 

their learning alive through the pandemic.  

http://atheism.about.com/od/biblepeoplenewtestament/p/Messiah.htm


 

 

3. Let us pray for all those working in retail. As the future of many high street shops face an 

uncertain future let us give hope and encouragement to those feeling anxious about their 

careers.  

4. Let us pray for all those who are in pain and suffering. May the Holy Spirit restore their 

weary bodies and ease their troubled minds.  

5. Let us pray for those in broken relationships.  With lockdown placing additional pressure 

on couples and families, also burdened by financial concerns, we pray that their troubled 

times will pass, and their days ahead be happy and filled with love. 

6. Let us pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died recently, Stephen Michael 

Moore; Joseph Burke; Michael Joseph Garvey and for those whose anniversaries occur at 

this time Mary Toner, Rose Toner-Evans, William McSorley, Ann Bennett, Margaret 

Considine, Ursula Fogarty, Ann Marie Smith, Andrew Barratt, Francesco Parisella, Cyril 

& Eileen Wilcoxson, Mary Brady, Cecil de Roufiggnac. Eternal rest grant unto them, O 

Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

 

7. Let us pray for a moment for our own personal petitions this Advent…  

Loving Lord, walk beside us this Advent as we become joyful proclaimers to your great mystery. 

As we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen 

______________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember those who ask for prayers. 
 

 
Margaret Barrow, Joanne & Julian Bone, Michael Brooks, Christopher Browne, Carol 

Bennett, Seamus Carten, Timothy Clarkson, Derek Checkland, Tom Culley, Conor Daly, 

Robert deAsha, Alice Feeney, Grace Fernando, Patricia Fitzgerald, Gail Flaherty, Gerry 

Foley, Marian Gallagher, Joan Ganner, Eunice Garforth, Clare Giblin, James Grant, John 

Green, Irene Gregory, Juliette Hannon, Lilian Hill, Fr Gerald Hicks, Adrian Hill, Lilian Hill, 

David Jeffrey, Mark Kelly, Joan Kemp, Denise Kennedy, Joseph Kennedy, Maureen 

Kerruish, David Lee, Jennie & Leighton, Maria & Clare Leonard, Sue Lethbridge, Helen 

Linford, Eva Littler, Freddie Keegan, Elma Kirwan, Patricia McAuley, Winnie McFadden, 

Joseph McKenna, Simon McLeod, Danny McSweeney, Kevin McSweeney, Stephan Malick, 

Angela Millan, John Monaghan, Rihanna Mughan, Noah [teenager], Marisa & Gianpietro 

Pacati, Cheryl Power, Terence Randles, Paul Rattigan, Hugh Reily, Tess Rice, Kenny 

Roberts, Therese de Rouffignac, Jacob Scott, Cecelia Shaw, David Smallwood, Jenny Spann, 

Patricia Steele, Eileen Stokes, Joseph Stokes, Mary Summerfield, Theo (teenager), Lisa 

Thomas, Maureen Thomas, Tony and Marie, Pat Unwin, Ewan James Vicars, Annie Ward, 

Peggy Westhead, James Whelan, Sophie Williams, Michelle Worthington, John Young.  
 



 

 

 


